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1970–1976 Medical School, University of Vienna, Austria, and 
Johannes-Gutenberg-University, Mainz, Germany

1976 Doctor of Medicine

1977 Licence as MD

1977–1981 Resident and Fellow, Department of Internal 
Medicine, Klinikum Charlottenburg, Freie Universität 
Berlin, Germany

1981–1985 Resident and Fellow, Department of Medicine I, 
University of Mainz, Germany

1984 Licence for Internal Medicine

1985 Subspecialist for Gastroenterology and Hepatology

1985–1991 Staff Physician (Oberarzt), Department of Medicine I, 
University of Mainz, Germany

1986 Professor of Medicine and Gastroenterology, 
University of Mainz

1987–1988 Research Associate – W.M. Keck Autoimmune
Disease Centre, Scripps Clinic and Research 
Foundation, Dept. of Basic and Clinical Research,
La Jolla, CA, USA

1991–2020 Chairman, Department of Gastroenterology, 
Hepatology and Endocrinology, Center of Internal 
Medicine, Hannover Medical School (MHH)

1997–1999 Medical Director, MHH

1997–2003 Chairman, Sonderforschungsbereich 265 
(collaborative project) of DFG “Pathophysiology and 
Immune Reactions after Organ Transplantation”

1998–2020 Member, Scientific Advisory Board, Robert Koch 
Institute, Berlin

1998–2013 Member, Board of Supervisors, University Hospital 
Erlangen, Germany

1999–2001 Member, Senate of MHH

2009–2011 Member, Senate of MHH

2013–2018 Member, Senate of MHH

since 2002 Founder and Chairman of Hep-Net, national network 
of competence on viral hepatitis

2003–2006 Commission of the senate of the German Research 
Foundation „DFG“ for Sonderforschungsbereiche 
(SFBs)

2004–2010 Founder and chair DFG Clinical Research Group on 
Hepatocellular Carcinoma (KF0 119)

2004–2013 Member, Board of Supervisors, University Hospital 
Magdeburg

2005–2009 Chairman, Center of Internal Medicine, Hannover 
Medical School (MHH)

2005–2009 Steering committee member of VIRGIL, EU network 
of excellence on viral resistence in flue and viral 
hepatitis

since 2006 Founder and President, German Liver Foundation

2006 President, German Society of Gastroenterology (DGVS)

2006–2018 Member, Steering Committee of REBIRTH, DFG 
Cluster of Excellence on Regenerative Medicine

2007–2019 Chairman, Sonderforschungsbereich 738 
(collaborative project) of DFG  “Optimizing 
conventional and innovative transplants“

2008–2018 Member, Steering Committee of BMBF-IFB, 
integrated center for research and treatment in 
transplantation medicine

since 2009 Member, Board of Supervisors, University Hospital 
Mainz, Germany
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ACTIVITIES IN THE SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY, 
HONORS, AWARDS

2010–2014 Vice Chairman, Transregio - SFB 77, “Liver Cancer”

2010 Member, commission for structures in academic 
medicine (MSK), Baden- Württemberg,Stuttgart

2011–2018 Coordinator, Translational Thematic Unit Hepatitis, 
German Center for Infection Research (DZIF)

2011–2019 Member, selection committee, Alexander von 
Humboldt Foundation, Bonn, Germany  

since 2011 Member, External Scientific Council, Vall d’Hebron 
Institute of Research (VHIR), Universitat Autónoma 
de Barcelona, Spain

2011–2015 Member, European BioMedAlliance, Brussels

2013–2023 Board Member, Boehringer Ingelheim Foundation

2015–2020 Member, Scientific Panel for Health (SPH), European 
Commission, Brussels

2015–2018 Clinical Director, Helmholtz Centre for Infection 
Research (HZI), Braunschweig

2015–2018 Founding Director, Centre for Individualised Infection 
Medicine (CiiM), Hannover

2016–2020 Member, Board of Trustees of the University of 
Lübeck

since 2017 Vice Chairman, Transregio-SFB 209 „Liver Cancer – 
New mechanistic and therapeutic concepts in a solid 
tumor model”

since 2019 President, Hannover Medical School (MHH), Germany

1985 Boehringer Ingelheim Award, University of Mainz, 
Germany

1990 NATO Collaboration Research Award, Brussels, 
Belgium

1990 Clinical Research Award, GSK Foundation, Göttingen

1991 Clemens van Pirquet Award, University of California 
Davis, USA

1991 Ralph Wright Memorial Lecture, British Association 
for the Study of the Liver, London, UK

1993 Sheila Sherlock State of the Art Lecture, Int. 
Association for the Study of the Liver, Cancun, 
Mexico

1995 International Hans Popper Award Basel, Switzerland

1997 Sir Michael Perrin Lecture, Royal College of 
Physicians, London, UK

1996–2007 Ordinary member of the ‚Arzneimittelkommission der 
deutschen Ärzteschaft‘

2000 Leon Schiff State-of-the-Art Lecture, American 
Association for the Study of the Liver, Dallas, USA

2002 Dr. Robert-Pfleger-Award, Bamberg, Germany

since 2002 Member, Leopoldina, National Academy of Science, 
Halle, Germany

2003 Max-Siurala-Award, Finish Society of 
Gastroenterology, Turku, Finland

since 2004 Member, Göttingen Academy of Sciences and 
Humanities in Lower Saxony, Germany

since 2005 Honorary Member, Argentinian Association for the 
Study of the Liver

2006 President, German Society of Gastroenterology (DGVS)

since 2006 Honorary Member, Hungarian Society of 
Gastroenterology

2006 Corriere della Sera, Milano: MHH Department of 
Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Endocrinology is 
leading centre for liver research in Europe

2007 EASL Recognition Award, Barcelona, Spain

2008 Sheila Sherlock State-of-the-Art Lecture, British 
Society of Gastroenterology, Birmingham, UK

2008 Most cited European author in Gastroenterology and 
Hepatology (1996 – 2006) (www.lab-times.org)

2009 Hippokrates Award, Hellenic Society of Internal 
Medicine, Athens

2010 Resnick Lecturer and Visiting Professor, Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical Center, Harvard Medical School, 
Boston, USA

2011 Ulrika Broome Lecture, Swedish Society of 
Gastroenterology, Umea, Sweden

2011 Sherbaniuk-Wensel Lectureship, University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, Canada

2012 Corresponding member, Academy of Science and 
Literature Mainz, Germany

2012 Int. Hans Popper Lecturer, Medical University of 
Vienna, Vienna, Austria

2013 President, German Ass. for the Study of the Liver 
(GASL)

2013–2014 President, German Society of Internal Medicine 
(DGIM)

since 2014 Highly Cited Researcher by Clarivate  
(Web-of-Science), formerly Thomson Reuters,  
Top 1% most cited researcher

2015 Sheila Sherlock Lecturer, Toronto University, Toronto, 
Canada

2015 Tzu-Leung Ho Lecturer, International Digestive 
Disease Forum, Hong Kong



3/5

RESEARCH FIELDS

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 

» inflammatory liver diseases, viral and autoimmune
»  clinical trials for the treatment of liver diseases, in particular viral 

hepatitis, autoimmune liver diseases, liver transplantation
» transplantation medicine »  gastrointestinal oncology, in particular 

hepatocellular carcinoma
» regenerative medicine » clinical pharmacology

2015 Roy Calne-Roger Williams Lecture of the British 
Association for the Study of the Liver (BASL), London, UK

2015–2022 Associate Editor, Clinical Gastroenterology and 
Hepatology

2016–2017 President, United European Gastroenterology (UEG)

2016 Ring of Honor, City of Garbsen, Garbsen, Germany

2019 Honorary Member, Austrian Society of 
Gastroenterology and Hepatology, (ÖGGH)

since 2018 Co-Chair- EASL-Lancet-Liver-Commission

2021 Honorary Member, German Society of Gastro-
enterology (DGVS)

2022 Honorary Member, German Society of Internal 
Medicine (DGIM)

2022 Life Time Achievement Award, United European 
Gastroenterology (UEG)

2022 Walter-Siegenthaler-Medal in Gold, Walter-
Siegenthaler-Society, Cologne

2023 Honorary Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians of 
Thailand (RCPT), Bangkok, Thailand

2023 Honorary Member of the Society of Gastroenterology 
in North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW) e.V., Essen
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